
 

 

 

 

 

 As one of our publications, pioneer of the month 
brings to you from time to time 

brief accounts of some of our Pioneers who had 
laboured in God’s Vineyard. 

This month, we present a pastor and servant of God, 

 

PASTOR (RTD) JOSEPH B. A. CONTEH  

(December 24, 1951 till date) 



EARLY LIFE: 

Joseph Bom Amara Conteh, hails from Mabarv-Line, Tonolili District in the Northern Province 

of Sierra Leone. He was born, to a polygamous and traditionalists’ family. His mother Na Sai 

Fornah, died three years after his birth. This ugly incident exposed him, along with his siblings, 

to a pitiable situation that made them live with different people before his uncle Abdulai Conteh, 

adopted him. Living with different step mothers on his father’s instructions, Joseph along with 

his elder brother persevered and overcame all of these simply because they were humble, 

obedient, industrious, innovative, hard working, and God fearing. For these qualities so they 

were favoured and welcomed in any household, they moved into. The lost of his father Pa Kaparr 

Conteh, to cold hands of death at the age of eight, began a new era that further placed little 

Joseph in a confused state of mind. With God on his side, the supposed shattered hope was 

redeemed through divine intervention.  

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND:   

Judging from Joseph’s early life history, education could have been written off, but the Lord of 

the hopeless, intervened. At age ten, his brother and the only educated son of his father Philip 

AY. Konteh, decided to have and nurture Joseph. Philip and Joseph went back to Banthe 

Sherbro, where he worked as census officer. He enrolled him into St. Patrick Primary School, 

Banthe, where he studied for two years. After the two years, his brother was transferred to kissy, 

and he continued Primary School education at Kissy Dock Yard. Later in 1964, Joseph moved to 

S. D. A. Primary School in Mgalu Road, Bo, where he finished his primary school education. 

After the First School Leaving Certificate, Joseph commenced his Secondary School journey in 

1966 at Government Secondary School Bo, Sierra Leone. In 1971, he went to study at the 

Penuisula Secondary School, Water Loo, Sierra Leone where he had his West Africa school 

Certificate.  

Furthermore, he proceeded to Adventist Seminary of West Africa (ASWA), Ilishan Remo, Ogun 

State Nigeria, in 1978, and graduated with Bachelor of Arts in 1982. In 2001, he enrolled for his 

Master of Arts in Leadership at the Adventist University of Africa, Nairobi, Kenya, and 

successfully completed the programme in June 2009. 

WORK EXPERIENCE 

Having equipped himself for public service through quality education, Joseph Conteh sought job 

government employment. At this time, he was employed to join the teaching staff, of their state 

government in 1972, as against his area of interest – Business Administration. Shortly after that, 

his plans as human failed as God changed his direction, offered him a job and appointed him the 

Boarding Master and Teacher at S. D. A. Secondary School, Yele, Sierra Leone. The dawn of 

1976 made a big difference to him, as he took a decision to serve as a servant in the vine 

yard of the Most High. Upon his return from the ministerial training, Pastor Joseph 

worked in the church as an intern from 1982 – 1983, under the supervision of late Pastor D. 



A. Fulllah, in Yele District. He later became an officer at the West African Union Mission 

(WAUM) in Accra, Ghana, while Pastor M. A. Bediiako was the president in 1983. During this 

period, he served in Tema, New Town, South Ghana and Temale, North Ghana Mission. From 

there, his home Mission felt the need for his service, placed on Permanent Return, he moved 

from Ghana to Sierra Leone in December, 1983. Pastor Joseph Conteh served as Yoni Bara 

District Pastor, from 1984 – 1987, also as Masanga District Pastor as well as Chaplain for 

Masanga Leporo, Sarium, 1987 – 1989. In 1989, his services took another shape, he was 

nominated to serve as Executive Secretary of Sierra Leone Mission, Freetown and that lasted till 

1997. From 1997 – 2002 he became the Sierra Leone Mission President. In 2002, he was voted 

to serve as Executive Director for the West Africa Union Mission (WAUM) with Headquarters 

in Monrovia Liberia. 

To Pastor Joseph, becoming a minister of God in the Seventh-day Adventist Church has 

remained mystery. How he found himself, as a teacher, at the Seventh-day Adventist Secondary 

School in Yele, remains mysterious and only God can explain. Nevertheless, he recalled that 

God used Mr. J. A. M. Kamara as an instrument in connection with the ministerial service. The 

drama was manifested when Joseph visited West African Examination Council (WAEC) office 

for an interview. Rather than being interviewed for the public service job he opted for, he was 

caught up with Pastor Onjukka, the Principal of the SDA Secondary School, Yele, the latter, who 

like Jesus, entered W. A.  E. C. office and bade Joseph to follow him. Instantly, he obeyed and 

they went to Yele for a job at SDA Church Secondary School. The wonder of this drama was the 

fact that these two people had never met with each other anywhere before then. What a divine 

appointment?  

FAMILY LIFE:  

In 1976, Pastor J. A. B. Conteh, took the decision to raise his own family, when he got married 

to Margaret who he described as “the most beautiful woman in the world”. This was after his 

decision to serve as a minister of God. In 1982 while still in Nigeria for his ministerial training, 

God blessed this union with a son named, Kaparr Bamesale Conteh, who by the grace of God is 

an Administrative Officer, ADDRA Sierra Leone today.  At the end of his training in Nigeria, he 

returned to his country, Sierra Leone to serve the Lord as a minister of the everlasting gospel. 

Not too long after that, God blessed his family with four more children namely, Hannah Kawa, 

who is currently serving as State Registered Nurse, Winnipeg Canada, Mary Kpakina, Manager, 

Custom Care Telecommunications, Freetown, Sierra Leone, Jesse, an Accountant, and Susan, a 

Business Administrator in sierra Leone. The first three are married to their respective lovely 

spouses. To the glory of God, Pastor Conteh is blessed with some grandchildren.   

Retirement 

As a minister of the gospel, Pastor Conteh served in God’s vineyard until retirement which took 

effect from December 31, 2015. His ministry and service to God yielded lots of positive results 



in soul winning, although he recorded lots of challenges within and outside the ministry, he 

always found encouragement in God’s word as enshrined in  1 Samuel 17:47 that the battle is the 

Lord’s.  

Pastor J. B. A. Conteh is now on retirement, and by his testimony, his family still feels the 

presence and leadership of Mighty King Jesus. Though retired, due to age, he lives in good 

health. His life is a reflection of God’s promise for His servants which says: 

 “If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, and wilt 

do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, 

and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I 

have brought upon the Egyptians: for I [am] the LORD that healeth thee.” 

Exodus 15:26, and “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper 

and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.” 1 John 3: 2. 

 

A TIP OF THE ICEBERG   

Pastor J. B. A. Conteh the servant of the Most High God’s words of encouragement is: “in every 

situation that seems hopeless, the Lord will intervene. Without God’s mighty intervention, 

humanity would have perished forever.” Illustrates this idea with what he calls “the Great 

Triangle” using the message of 2 Corinthians 8:9 which as shown below:  

“For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for 

your sake He became poor, that ye through, His poverty might be rich – 2Cor. 8: 9.”  

                                            He was rich in Heaven 

  

 

 

 

 

 

He became poor for Humanity                            Through His poverty humanity became rich  

                                       THE GREAT TRIANGLE  
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Photo Album 
 

 

Pastor J. B. A. Conteh and His beautiful Wife, Shepherdess Margaret Conteh 

 



 

Pastor Conteh, Shepherdess conteh , their children and one of their son in-laws 



 

Pastor Conteh in the field fishing men for God Almighty 



 

Figure 1the servant of God in his business of fishing men for God 



 

Appreciation of Pastors after an evangelical campaign 



 

Shepherdess Conteh appreciating their visitor 



 



 

Figure 2Pastor Conteh at the promotion day for Kenema Church building 



 

Mr. Glenn from Denmark at the programme 

 

Handing over of the key by the contractors 



 

 

Pastor Conteh, handing over the keys to the Director Mr. Vandy 

 

SDA primary school, Makeni, Sierra Leone 



 

Pastor Conteh performing at the foundation laying of Kenema church 



 

Pastor Conteh and others planting a memorable tree at SDA Hospital, Waterloo Sierra Leone 



 

 Pastor Conteh Signs the daughter's marriages register on her wedding day 

 

 

 

Shepherdess Margaret sign their daughter's marriage register 



 

Pastor's family at the first Sabbath after the Hannah’s wedding 

 

 

 


